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SEVENTY THOUSAND DIE
IN ITALIAN EARTHQUAKE

Disaster of Yesterday Proves to be a Horrible Visita-

tion, With Greater Loss

In Many Hundred Years.
Wave and Fire.

By Tidal

of Life Than Has GCome
Shock Followed

Rome, Italy, Dec. 29.—Goulh.ltaly
and the Island of Italy have been vis-
ited by an appalling calamity, the ex-
tent of which cannot yet be grasped.
The earthquake yesterday  wrecked
city after city and obliterated smaller
towns and villages without number.

The tidal wave swept along the
Straits of Messina and added to the
horror of the earthguake that of drown
ing the people in their helplessness
and panic. Then fire came to complete
the work of destruction and countless
numbers of wounded men and womon
and children were burned to death,

Loss of Life 60,000 to 70,000.

An adequats estimate of tae total
casualties as yet is impossible but
the Tribuna places the number be-
tween 60,000 and 70,000. For horror
and destructiveness this visitation
will probably exceed that of any earth
guake In Italy since 1783 when 40,000
perished at Mes=sina alone. Reports
of heavy loses of life are coming in
every hour from city and villages
stricken with disaster and the story
in Vetail has only begun to be told as
the horror of the reports comes in.

‘Rome, Dec. 29.—The disaster In the
province of Calabria and the [sland
of Sicily today assumed staggering
proportions. Bach suvccessive report
from the stricken Tegion makes it
more apparent that the first stories of
the wide-spread destruction were Ht-
tle, if any, exaggerated. Messina al-
one reports 12,000 victims but it is
feared that this is only a partial list
of the dead and wounded. Reports
coming from other towns are giving
their estimation of the dead therein
from 500 up to several thousands,

Regglo still remains in isolation.
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It is impossible to get word from the
stricken eity and this silence gives
rise fo the most fearful apprehension.
News comes from Messina, eight
miles north of Reggio but no reliable
estimate is given of the dead taere.
Vandalism of the worst kind has brok-
en out and the government has adopt-
ed the most severe measures. Robbers
and looters are shot on sight. The
prison a1 Messina collapsed and some
ten prisoners were killed but the sur-
vivors escaped and joined the “hooli-
gany“ who are sacking the city.

Such confusion relgns cthat robbers
met with no resistance. The chief of
the local police lies dead in the ruins
of his office. The barracks at Messina
were demolished. The commander of
the troops was killed outright and
many of the victims were enlisted
men. The government last night sent
General Fierra de Cossatto with an
army corps, to take full command of
the troops in/ the devastatad territory.
Ode of the first moves will, be to de-
clare martial law.

The robhers pillaged the ruins of
the shattered buildings and even stole
clothing and valuables from the bod-
les of the victims. They were not de-
terred by flamea that broke out in
several sections of the city, but toock
advantage of the light for their wvan-
dalism.

The mnight in Messina was one of
horror Indescrfbable: fire, robbery,
The dead and dying on every side.
The eity was in the utmost confas-
ion and the people were paniec strick-
en and under a spell of terror. Troops
began to arrive in Messina last night
and this morning a number of steam-
ers arrived from the peninsula with
soldiers. The patriots at once organ-
izé@ and efforts were made to bring
some order to the situnation. Bands of
citizens were formed who helped in
the work of rescue and many coura-
geous acts were performed by sold-
fers and citizens allke, and in some
c¢ases the rescuers themselves lost

their lives In trying to help others.

Towards morning the worst fires
were extinguished and the looting was
under partial control, and comparative
order was restored. Everything possi-
ble is being done to succor the woun-
ded, but the relief measures are still
utterly inadequate owing to the im-
mensity of the disaster.

The finest churches, palaces and
theatre; of Messina are heaps of ru-
lms. Countless bodies are lying in the
wreckage and their decomposition
will doubtless bring pestilence to add
to the horror of the situation.

The devastation of the entire dis-
trict is more or less complete. -No
part of the province of Regglo or Cal
abria escaped. The disturbance was
most severe along the slores of the
Strait of Messina, where the cities of
Messina and Reggio are situated. In
more than one town the shock csused
the gas meters to explode and disas-
trous fires resulted. The flames help-
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Religious Communities Wiped Out
London, Dee. 29.—A dispatch from

Rome says the Pope has been notified

that the entire religious communities

at Messina and Regio, including the

Bishops, priests, monks and nuns,

have been wiped out by eartbqunlw

and fire.

The King and Queen to the Scene,

Rome, Dec. 29.—Queen Helena re-
h‘sed to allow her husband, the King
go alone to the scene of the disaster.
She said she would sharz her hus-
band‘? danger and consequently both
Jeft Rome this afternoon ifor the
Bouth. It is announced here the Pope
will inangurate the establishment of
an international committee of Roman
Catholics the world over, to assist
the survivors of the catastrophe.»The
Pope heads the list with $200,000 and
T is understood the King will give
$2,000,000 for the relief of the suffer-
ers.

The Tribuna today -estimates the
total casualties at between sixty afid
seventy thousand.

Reports just received from other
towns in Calabria, from Cassano and
Cosenza. ‘Cassano Is sald to have .1,
000 dead “while the wounded pnumber

| 500. At Cosenza 500 dead have been

taken from the ruins. Cassano has six
thousand population, while Cosenza is
the center of a community with a pop-
ulation of 21,000.

The Minister of Marine at flve o*-
clock received a wireless estimating
the number of dead at Messina at fif-
ty thousand. No news has been recel
ved from Reggio.

Palermo, Dec. 29.—Refugees from
Messina say there were one hundred
foreigners In the Hotel Trinacria and
that they all lost their lives. The ho-
tel was completely- obliterated, It was
one of the best in the ecity and was
patronized almost exclusively by tour-
Ists.

Rallroad commuication with Mes-
sina has been restored. A train load
of refugees came here this morning,
but they are all maddened with the
terror of it and none are capable of
ziving a connected account of the
catastrophe. All apgree that Messina
is destroyed and that the vletims are
counted by the tens of thousands. The
Triancoria Hotel, with ninety guests
was demolished, the eity hall, the
Bourse, telegraph offices and bar-
racks were also destroyed. The tidal
wave, thirty feet high, swept wup the
si-eets of the elty In the heizht of the
confusion. Hundreds of half dressed
men, women and children were
caught in the onrush of the waters
and drowned or injured. The refugees
declare the country around Messina
is destroyed and that several villages
have disappeared. Regglo is deseribed
as nothing but one vast sepulcher.
Catania, Dec. 29.—The Mllowing
graphic story told by a woman who
arrived here from Messina this morn-
ing, badly wounded internally, Is the
only story thnt will describe the fear-
ful scene. Shq said that when the
first shock came, most of the city was
asleep. They were awakened by the
rocking of the houses. The windows
swayed and rattled and crockery and
glass crashed to the floors. T was
half stunned but knew the only thing
to do was to make my way out side.
The streets were filled. Everybody

‘rushed out in their night clothing,

heedless of the rain, which was fgll-
ing in torrents. Tertific shrieks were
heard on every side and we heard
frantic appeals from the unfortuonat-
es pinned beneath the =uinsg of the
bulldings, Walls were tottering all a-
round us and not one of our party ex-
pected to escape allve. My brothers

quake and tidal wave yesterday, are,
estimated at twelve thousand. Scores
are still alive beneath the ruins of
the city, but owing to the inadequacy’
of the means of rescue at hand, it is
imposstble to reach these pnfortun-
ates in time to bring them out alive.

Other reports received here place
the dead -at Messina at even a more
appalling figure. The Rome Tribunal
publishes a telegram saying the cas-
ualties will reach the tofal of seventy-
five thousand persons. This report has
not been substantiated.

Premier Giolittie has received a tel-
egram confirming the previous reports
of the complete destruction of Messi-
na by fire following the earthguake.
The dispatch says the dead In Messi-
na can be numberad by the tens of
thousands,

The King Will Aid.

Naples, Dec, 29.—King Victor Em-
manuel will proceed to Calabria and
Sielly and do all in his power.to fur-
ther the work of rescue. It is reportod
here t:hat. the Perfect of Regzio was
Filled in the earthquake and an In-
spector General from the Home Office
has been sent to replace him. The Per
fect is the head of the province and
corresponds to a govérnor in the Unit-
erd States.

Only a’ Few Thousand Escaped.

London, Dec. 29—A dispaich from
Canhor says that only a few thousand
of the entire population of Reggio
have escaped iujury or death. Lieuten-
ant General Fierra dl Cossatto has
ordered that all looters and robbers
be shot oh sight, Martial law has been
Instituted since the earthquake. Th=2
population of Regsio was placed at
fity thousand. The city is sounth of
Messina,

America Will Send Aid.
Washington, Dec. 29.—The Ameri-
can Red Cross Society today sent out
telegraphic requests to all its branch-
es, for rellef funds to be applied in ald
of the sufferers in the earthquake In
Southern Italy.
Towns Are Wiped Out.
Monteleone, Calabria, Dee, 29.—The
town of Palmi has been pracrically de
stroyed, as has been Bagnarra. The
dead at Palmi number 1,000 and it is
impossible to éstimate the number in-
fured. Large numbers were killed at
Bagnarra and the lst of injured there
is heavy. Details are lacking. A tidal
wave Inundated the Villa of San Gio-
vanni, 2500 feet back from the shore
line. Palml had 10,000 inhabitants and
Bagnarra also 10,000.
Mount Aetna in Eruption.
Catania, Sicily, Dec. 29 —Mount
Etna this morning is showing consid-
erable activity aad the detonations,
which ecan be plainly heard in this
city, together with the great volume of
smoke flowing out of the crater, have
added to the panic of the people. Ac-
cording to the director of the local
observatory, the activity is directly
connected with the earthguakes of
yesterday, which wrought such havoc
in Calabria and Sicily, but a great e-
ruption is not expected as such phe-
nomena seldom accompany violent
sesismic disturbances.
America to Send Help.
Washington, Dec. 29.—President
Roosevelt, through the State Depart-
ment, today sent King Victor Emman-
nel, of Italy, a dispatch expressing
his horror and that of the Ameriean
people over the disaster whaich has
befallen southern Italy and Sicily by
the earthquake and tendering the sin-
cere sympathy of the American peo-
ple. The President also notes that the
American National Red Cross has fis-
sued an. appeal for contributions to
aid the sufferers and that organization
has notified him that it will immedi-
ately communicate with the I[Italian
Red Cross.
' The State Department is without
advices from its djplomatie or con-
sulr officers in Italy regarding the
disaster at Messina. The results of
the earthquake are appaling. The de-
| partment has received from both Con
sul A. 8. Cheney and Deputy Consul

{Joseph H. Pierce, private cablegram

a&Tter cablegram confirming the frigat
ful extent of the catastrophe. The It-
alian embassy attaches freely express
their grief. hen Signor Roberto C.
Antaro, secretary of the embassy read
the dispatch in which the Tribuna es-

-Umntedth.dault‘rsm.hemed

here today for Messina to render as-
sistance to the gurvivors.
France Sends Help.

Paris, Dec. 29.—The Minister of
Marine has ordered two French bat-
tlée ships and three tompedo boat de-
stroyers to proceed to Messina to suc
cor the victims.

Concert Tonight.

Miss Eva Nelson, assisted by some
of the best local musical talemt, will
give a concert this evening at the
(Christian church, under the auspices
of the Ladies Aid Society of the
church.

We now have a large stock of Car-
bon for the *“lIdeal Irons.* Roswell
Hardware Co. B8tL.
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NOTICE OF NUMBERS DRAW-
ING PREMIUM‘S AT LUFF'S
First, 1008, the doll
Second, 255, 3b. hox rhocolates.
Third, 246, 3 1b. box chocolates.
The Fourth and ‘Fifth premiums
have been called for. Look up your
tickets and see If yon have any of the
Iueky numbers,
11t LUFFS CANDY KITCHEN.

Boellner, the jeweler, has It cheaper

W. W. Gatewood left this morning
for Canyon City on business connect-
ed with the Willams Brothers murder
case.

If your subseription to the ILadies
Home Journal or the Satnrday Even-
Ing Post, has expired, now Is the time
to send in your remnewals.

Hattie L. Cobean, agent.
Phone 166. 609 N. Main St.

b6t3

Phones 65 and 44. 215 North Main
Parsons & Son

rangements, the Charity Ball J
row night will be one of the big soc-
ial events of the season. The skating
rink is being put in the best of condi-
tion. The hard maple floor is being
serubbed and polished and good music
has been secured. The patrongsses are
8 score of the prominent ladies of
Roswell, either leaders in the Feder
ated Charitiea or wives of Elks, and
their management guarantees the na-
ture of tae party. While very few of
the business men have refused to buy
tickets, considering their price and
fhe fact that the ball is being given
for sweel charity, some will be una-
ble to atfend on account of the busy
season. However, a large attendance
is assured. £
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A. BE. Macy was here from Dexter

today.

ATTEND THE
NIGHT AT
CHURCH.

CONCTRT TO-
THE CHRISTIAN

W. H. Burnett came down fromm El-
da last night to joln tis wife in a
week™ visit with relatives.

Situation Wanted.

Young man wants light outdoor
work. Collecting preferred. Will col
lect on commission. Address J. J. C.
The Record.

We now have avlarge stock of Car-
bon for the *“ldeal Trons.” Roswell
Hardware Co. 58teL.

Miss Nelson’s Concert tonight at
the Christian church. Do not miss it.

D. Y. Tomlinson has returned from
a month‘s stay at Dallas.

Miss Nelson‘s Concert tonight at
the Christian church. Do not miss it.

EROKERS
NOTARY, CONVEYANCING
EXPERT ACCOUNTANTS

CITY REALTY, LOANS
LABOR AGENCY, BUREAU
OF INFORMATION.
HARD COLLECTIONS A
SPECIALTY.

L5

&3
L)

Ask Parsons--—-He Knows

CHARITY BALL TO BE
BIG EVENT OF SEASON.
From the general interest that
being taken and shown in the pur

is
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o | ture,
| eipitation 0. Wind 2 miles W. Weata-

|er clear.

U. 8. WEATHER BUREAU.

o
a](l_oca[ Report. Observation Taken »t

6:00 a. m.)
Roswell, N.
Max, §7;

M., Deec. 20.—Tempera-
Min. 19; Mean 38. Pre-

Forecast for Roswell and Vicinity.

Fair tonight and Wednesday; sta-
tionary temperature.

Comparative Temperature Data.

Extremes this date last year:—Max
65; Min. 38.

Extremes this date
ord:—Max. 73, 1898;

14 years'
Min 7, 1800.
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Ullery Furniture Co.

Undertakers and Embalmers

Ambulance Service.

Telephone No. 75

GO SHAVE

YOURSELF

All our Old

Style Razors,

From Now Until January 1st,

Will Be

$1.00

Sold at

Each




